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A Study on the Transformation of Higher Educational  
System for Reinforcing the Linkage between Education and 
Work
Tae-Joon ParkㆍIk-Hyun ShinㆍHyung-Man Kim
The demand for higher education has increased sharply, in general, due to  
socioeconomic developments in modern world. Such expansion has taken place 
within higher education market in Korea, too. However there is widespread 
disapproval among business leaders of the students' academic experiences. There 
is no real accreditation between higher education and business organizations. We 
－national research bodies, higher education communities and alike － have tried 
hard, through extensive research and policies, to reinforce the linkage between higher 
education and work. Nevertheless, business organizations' distrust in higher 
education has only deepened. 
This became our starting point, the point of distrust between higher education 
and work, and the assumption was that such mistrust has not derived from higher 
education or from business organizations, but rather it was a problem concerning 
a certain linkage. Our purpose of this research was to analyze in various ways the 
questions concerning the higher education structure, exploring the underlying causes  
and the nature of ‘distrust'. 
We first established an intermediary system of work and academic learning for 
reinforcing the linkage between education and work. Second, we proposed to 
develop academically-approved work experience and effective learning systems, 
unifying special degrees and vocational qualifications, creating many different kinds 
of special degrees, and ensuring the accreditation of special degrees through strict 
academic evaluations.
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